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FORTRESS FOR FREEDOM
388th Bombardment Group (H) Association

8th Air Force, 3rd Air Division, 45th Combat Wing
Station 136, Knettishall England, 1943–1945

333 Total Missions

306 Combat Missions, 19 Aphrodite Missions, 5 Chowhound Missions, 1 POW Mission, 2 Revival Missions
388th Bombardment Group Headquarters

Station 136 Weather Detachment, Fersfield Air Base (Aphrodite Project), 434th Headquarters Squadron, 860th Squadron, 684th 
Squadron, 434th Air Service Group, 1211th Quartermaster Company, 1284th Military Police Company, 273rd Medical Dispensary, 

1751st Ordinance Supply and Maintenance Company, 2019th Engineering and Fire Fighting Platoon, 452nd Sub Depot, 29th 
Station Complement, 587th Postal Unit, 877th Chemical Company, 214th Finance Detachment

560th Bombardment Squadron, 561st Bombardment Squadron, 562nd Bombardment Squadron, 563rd Bombardment Squadron
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The 388th Bomb Group Association, Inc., is a 501(c)(19) 
organization chartered in the State of Florida. Copyright  © 2008 by 
the 388th Bomb Group Association, Inc. Contents of the Fortress for 

Freedom newsletter may not be reproduced in any form without 
the express written permission of the editor.

From the President’s Desk
	 Over the years we have grown into a wide variety 
of different ages, backgrounds and heritages.  Much like 
the original members who came from all over the coun-
try to train and work together.  They worked to protect 
our country, our freedom and our way of life. 

	 Each year we gather together to spend a few days 
visiting with our members who share an interest in re-
membering the original members experiences and ad-
ventures.  As we visit in the Hospitality Room it gives us 
an opportunity to get to know each other and learn more 
about the Bomber Group and what they accomplished.

	 This year we have a variety of tours and activities 
that are both informative and entertaining.  Thursday 
morning we are going to tour Hill Air Force base and will 
return to the hotel after lunch.  Later in the afternoon we 
are having a ‘Warriors Call’ where you will have an oppor-
tunity to visit with our original members and people who 
are currently in the 388th Fighter Wing.  I believe this is a 
unique opportunity that we have not had in the past.

	 Friday morning we are going to a more civilian 
type attraction - Antelope Island State Park which I be-
lieve is in the Great Salt Lake. A Park Ranger will give us 
a tour and we should be able to see buffalo on the island 
where the pioneers kept their cattle to protect them 
from the hazards in the area.  After the tour we will have 
lunch at a local restaurant that is rumored to be one of 
Scott Longs favorites.  Following lunch one bus will re-
turn to the hotel and the other will continue to the Hill 
Aerospace Museum.  This way people who want to rest 
can return to the hotel and the younger members can 
visit the museum.  

	 Col. Landrum the fighter wing commander is 
scheduled to speak at the Banquet Saturday night which 
will wrap up our festivities for the week. 

	 Fun, interesting and educational reunions will 
continue to help us honor our original members and 
keep attracting new members. Frances and Paul Am-
mons have been hard at work on this year’s reunion at  		
					     Hill Air Force base. 
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Rick Thompson

In closing, anyone interested in being the secretary 
for the association and/or help plan the 2016 reunion 
– please let me know.

I hope all is well with the 388th Bomb Group Associa-
tion. The Museum is continuing to honor and preserve 
the stories of the Mighty Eighth for future generations. 
This summer, the Museum is welcoming over 100 lo-
cal children who are learning the history of the Mighty 
Eighth while earning their pilots wings in the Flying 
Legends Camp, strategizing bombing missions in the 
Battle Strategies Camp, and becoming our next gener-
ations of soldiers in Combat Camp. It is exciting to see 
the next generation’s enthusiasm for Mighty Eighth 
and our military. 
	 I also want to let you know about a new 24 
month calendar honoring the past generations with 
current generations. Each month of the calendar high-
lights World War II veterans, their stories and their 
daughters, granddaughters or great granddaughters 
with their bomber jacket or other World War II artifacts. 
Presented by the Buckhead Bomber Girls of Atlanta, all 
proceeds benefit the Museum. 
	 Mr. Curvat, I want to ensure that everyone in the 
388th Bomb Group Association is aware of this won-
derful project. Since everyone is not able to visit the 
Museum, in your next newsletter, e-mail, or social me-
dia post, could you notify your members about the cal-
endar to ensure that everyone knows about this new 
product available in our Museum store. It is $24.95 for 
one or $19.95 for three or more. To order, visit our on-
line store at www.mightyeighth.org or by calling Felice 
Stelljes at 912-988-1843. 

Best Regards, 
Henry Skipper 
President/CEO 
National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force
912-988-1836
hskipper@mightyeighth.org

National Museum of the 
Mighty Eighth Air Force
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388th PX

HATS 
$15.00 each

POLO SHIRTS 
$25.00

KOOZIE AND 
LANYARD 
$2.00 each

RHINESTONE PIN 
$12.50

Each of the above items is plus shipping costs. 

All items above are available for order from Christy 
Wammack. I encourage all of you to send Christy 

an email (xxxxclw@yahoo.com) or call her 
(928-581-1010) and let her know what other items 
you would like to see in our PX or to place an order. 
Also many of you saw Col. Longs wife, Staci, with a 

388th pin.  It is now available as shown.

COIN $8.00 each
KEYCHAIN $10.00 each
VELVET BOX $4.00 each
Shipping $3.00/up to 5 coins
$8.00 for 6 coins or up to two 
gift boxes.

Make checks out to: 388th Bomb Group Assn

Mail to: 
Greg Staples
4715 W. Larchwood Court, Spokane, WA 99208

All profits go to our Memorial in Knettishall.
4

A New Opportunity For You To Support 
Our 388th BG Veterans

As a tribute to our original members, we invite 
sons, daughters, grandsons and granddaugh-
ters, other family members, friends and col-
leagues to be part of a new video that is being 
made by the 388th Bomb Group Association. As 
we continue to honor our WWII heroes, we hope 
you will consider sharing a special memory, an 
anecdote or a reflection from a time when you 
were privileged to hear your loved one’s stories 
of service, sacrifice, dedication and commitment 
to preserving the freedoms that our country 
and the world have today. What does their leg-
acy mean to you personally? Have you visited a 
place that meant a lot to them, or shared a quiet 
moment together, spoken to one of their form-
ers crew members or comrades, or read a book 
or article that stirred you? Please consider shar-
ing your thoughts and impressions as we archive 
what this Greatest Generation means to us as 
an association. It will be an enduring reminder 
of the values, patriotism and courage that our 
heroes possess, and how they have affected 
each of us in ways that have changed us per-
sonally, and have made our nation great. Take 
a few moments to offer your support by talk-
ing further with us. If you are camera-shy, you 
can just share a couple of pictures or photos, 
and we’ll simply record your thoughts. A voice-
over works just great and is very meaningful. 

If you would like to participate in this proj-
ect, please contact Terry Woodford-Thomas 
by email (tthomas@danforthcenter.org) or 
phone (314-587-1436). We will have a HD 
video camera and voice recorder available at 
the 2014 Layton, UT/Hill AFB reunion in Au-
gust.  Plans are to have the video ready to pre-
miere at the 2015 reunion in Washington, DC.

“Through Their Eyes, 
Into Our Hearts”
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The
  Lighter
    Side

We were having a garage sale, and I was talking to an 
older gentleman wearing a retired Air Force hat. I asked 
him about the hat and he told me that he had been a 
navigator on B17 “Flying Fortress” bombers during the 
Second World War. He also served in Korea and Viet-
nam. He retired as a lieutenant colonel. I stopped by 
his home in Fortuna the next day and he gave me a 
copy of the booklet that he had written. The book was 
titled “My Eighth for the 8th.” It was an account of his 
last (eighth) B17 mission for the 8th AIr Force stationed 
at Horhan, England. He was the oldest member of the 
crew at 22 years of age. His B17, “The Pride of New 
Mexico,” was hit by flak and the aircraft never made it 
back from Germany. He and his crew were captured by 
the Germans and spent about six months as POWs. The 
book tells of his life during the period of his capture 
until returning to the states to his wife and daughter. 
I was fortunate enough to meet his daughter and Lu-
cille, his wife of 71 years.
We meet all sorts of heroes. I guess what caught my at-
tention about this navigator was the time he spent af-
ter WWII. It did not matter about his political affiliation, 
religious beliefs or the color of his skin. What mattered 
to me were the sacrifices that he had made so that the 
rest of us could live here with the freedoms that we 
share. Even little freedoms like being allowed to ex-
press our opinions in our local newspaper.

My sincere thanks to you, Lt. Col. Gordon Redtfeldt, 
and to all the others who sacrificed and served.

Brian Bishop

Eureka

All sorts of heroes 
walk among us



							     
Hotel information:  

Hilton Garden Inn
762 West Heritage Park Boulevard

Layton, UT 84041
Toll Free 877-782-9444

Tel. 801-416-8899
Fax 801-416-8877

www.layton.hgi.com 

Rate for 388th BG Members: $87 per night
**Members must specify they are with the 388th 

BG Reunion to receive the conference rate.
Phone the hotel and ask for the 3888th BG Reunion 

rate. Valid 8/27 to 8/30 and three days before and 
after for those wanting an extended stay. 

Deadline for reservations 8/12

Hotel is attached to the Davis Conference Center, 
where our meeting will take place. 

EXPRESS SHUTTLE
Please make reservations with Express Shuttle  at 
least 24 hours in advance, Phone 1-800-397-0773 

The one-way rate for the 388BG Reunion is $29 for 
the first person and $15 for each additional pas-

senger up to six.  Passengers must tell the reserva-
tionist they are with the 388 BG Reunion in order 
to receive this rate.  They may also make reserva-

tions online @ www.ExpressShuttleUtah.com. (For 
online reservations, please note in the comments 
“388 BG Reunion” and our staff will discount your 

rate). 

Military Tour
Hill AFB/Lunch at Moondogs Café

**Gov’t Issued ID is required for attendance.  
Please provide the number for each attending 

member 18 or older.

Antelope Island Tour
Antelope Island / Great Salt Lake / Lunch at Mac-

Cools Irish Pub

388BG
65th Annual Reunion

AUGUST 27-30



388th BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION 
Registration Form 
65th Annual Reunion 

Layton, Utah 
August 27 – August 30, 2014 

CUT-OFF DATE FOR REGISTRATION IS AUGUST 1ST  

To cancel contact: Paul and Frances Ammons (325) 201-0896, reunion@388thbg.org  
Cancellations received after August 1st will forfeit all payments.   

ATTENDEE #1  FULL NAME: __________________________________________________  MEMBER:  LIFE / ASSOC. / NOT  

Phone: ( ___ ) ________________________  E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________  

City: ________________________________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: ________________ 

YOUR B-17 CREW MEMBER NAME: ___________________________________ WHAT IS YOUR RELATION TO HIM: __________________________ 

**Gov’t Issued ID No.: ____________________________________________This is required only for attendees that are participating in Friday’s Military Tour. 

ATTENDEE #2  FULL NAME: __________________________________________________  MEMBER:  LIFE / ASSOC. / NOT 

YOUR B-17 CREW MEMBER NAME: ___________________________________  WHAT IS YOUR RELATION TO HIM: __________________________   

**Gov’t Issued ID No.: ____________________________________________This is required only for attendees that are participating in Friday’s Military Tour.       

ATTENDEE #3  FULL NAME: __________________________________________________  MEMBER:  LIFE / ASSOC. / NOT 

YOUR B-17 CREW MEMBER NAME: ___________________________________  WHAT IS YOUR RELATION TO HIM: __________________________ 

**Gov’t Issued ID No.: _____________________________________________This is required only for attendees that are participating in Friday’s military tour.         

ATTENDEE #4  FULL NAME: __________________________________________________  MEMBER:  LIFE / ASSOC. / NOT 

YOUR B-17 CREW MEMBER NAME: ___________________________________  WHAT IS YOUR RELATION TO HIM: __________________________  

**Gov’t Issued ID No.: ____________________________________________This is required only for attendees that are participating in Thursday’s Military Tour.** 

If you would like to become a 388th BG member please fill out the Membership Application / Renewal on the back of the newsletter, and follow those instructions.

Registration Fee Required for all attendees                                         
Includes Saturday AM Breakfast 

$45.00 X   ______  =   _____________ 

Thursday (28 August) 
8:00am – 3:00pm 

Military Tour 
Hill AFB/Lunch at Moondogs Café 

**Gov’t Issued ID is required for attendance.  Please provide the 
number for each attending member 18 or older. 

$42.00 X   ______  =   _____________ 

Friday (29 August) 
8:00am – 2:00pm 

Antelope Island Tour 
Antelope Island / Great Salt Lake / Lunch at MacCools Irish Pub 

 

$42.00 X   ______  =   _____________ 

Saturday (30 August) 
6:00pm –  10:00pm 

Banquet at Davis Convention 
Center 

Chicken Picatta $33.00 X   ______  =   _____________ 

Dutch Oven Pot Roast $33.00 X   ______ =   _____________ 

Farfalle Pasta Primavera 
(Vegetarian) $33.00 X   ______  =   _____________ 

Memory Book 
Enjoy reminiscing about 

Utah! 

Book $16.00 X   ______  =   ____________  

CD $5.00 X   ______  =   ____________ 

 Donation =   _____________ 

Write check payable to 388th Bomb Group Association, Inc 
Mail check and registration form to: 

Frances Ammons, 1802 Pemelton Drive, Abilene, TX 79601 
Please fill out the questionnaire on the back of this form, and return it with the registration 

TOTAL =   _____________ 



388th BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION 
Questionnaire for Future Reunions  

Your opinions are important to the Association.   
It helps us plan the most exciting and entertaining annual reunions possible.   

Please help by answering the following questions. 

What time frame would you like reunions to be planned? _____ Anytime Between August & October 

 _____ Early to Mid August _____ Early to Mid September _____ Early to Mid October 

 _____ Mid to Late August _____ Mid to Late September _____ Mid to Late October 

 _____ Near Labor Day Weekend      

 

Do you have suggested locations for a reunion? 

Central United States (2016): ______________________________________________ 

Western United States (2017): ______________________________________________ 

Eastern United States (2018): _____________________________________________ 

Do you have suggestions or comments for future reunions?  ______________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Are you or a member of your family interested in helping with the 388th Bomb Group Association’s 
reunions?  Time, talent or treasure are all welcome and needed! 

 Name: ______________________________________________________________________________  

Phone: ( ____ ) __________________ E-Mail Address:  ______________________________________ 

Please specify if necessary (i.e., a certain city, a certain year, a certain job, any contacts that may be 
helpful, etc…):________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 



  Minutes of the 388th Bombardment Group (H) Association
 64th Meeting of the General Membership

                                                              October 5, 2013         Oklahoma City, OK

    The 64th annual meeting of the 388th Bombardment Group 
Association  (72 members and a number of  guests) was called 

to order at 10:08 a.m.  The flag salute was led by President 
Ben Forrest Jr  and the invocation was given by Jim Ragland.

Minutes

Since all attendees receive a written copy of the 2012 minutes 
at the meeting, a motion to waive an oral reading was seconded 
and accepted by a majority vote.

Treasurer's Report

The annual treasurer's report is to be published in the Winter 
2013 issue of the Fortress of Freedom newsletter.

Board Business

Secretary Linda Soo shares that in the past year,  the 
Association welcomed a member of the original 388th Bomb 

Group:  James R. Bradshaw of the 560th Sq., as well as 28 new 
associate members.   She reports that of the estimated 1100 
members on the current Active List, about 470 are original 
388th Bomb Group members.   Correspondence with members 
by mail, e-mail, and telephone is always welcome.  Changes in 
addresses should be sent promptly to keep  membership lists 
current.

Newsletter Editors Tom Dennis Sr and Tom Dennis Jr (assisted 
by Barbara Dennis) ask members to keep sending personal
stories and articles for publication in the newsletter.   Are there 
other kinds of articles members would like to read?  Members 
receiving the electronic version of the newsletter  help the 
Association save money by eliminating printing and postage 
costs.   Tom Jr learned that by having the printers fold the 
newsletter, $400 was saved on the mailed copies!

Senior Director Henry Curvat is honored to have served the 
last three years on the Board of Directors in the offices of  First 
Vice President, President, and Senior Director.  

Director-at-Large Harry Sprague was unable to attend and 
sent his regrets.  He commends the current officers “for doing a 
first class job and keeping the association going.  So many 
others have failed but ours is vibrant.  I talk to my 
grandchildren and from what they tell me they are not taught 
anything about WWII.  I think that is an oversight in our 
education system to bypass such a critical time in our history.”

Corporate Agent Rickard Sundblad was also not able to attend 
this year's reunion, but would like to continue with his 
responsibilities for the Association.

Historian Dick Henggeler reports that there are now over 2000 
photographs in the database, www.388bg.org.   He requests 
more information regarding the mechanics and ground crews of 
the 388th Bomb Group.   He is also interested in organizing a 
3-day tour to England next July, which includes visits to the 
Knettishall air field and Memorial and the annual Duxford Air 
Show.  (More details to come.)

Parliamentarian Kelly Moore is pleased to serve another year 
on the Board and to help us observe Robert's Rules of Order.

First Vice President Rick Thompson notes that our focus is to 
honor the history and deeds of the WWII 388th BG members. 
Can we do more?  How do we further their legacy in the future?

Second Vice President Steve Butner, the Association's first 3rd 

generation Board officer, has enjoyed the opportunity to get to 
know everyone better.  He is agreeable to becoming the next 
editor for the newsletter.

Reports from Liaisons

Jim Morrow, liaison for the “City of Savannah” B-17 restoration 
at the Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum in Pooler, GA,  continues 
to make periodic visits to check the progress of  this Flying 
Fortress,  which celebrates its 70th birthday in December,  2014. 
Jim is also registered to participate for a second time in the 
Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum's 5K Flying Fortress Run, which 
benefits the B-17's restoration.   

Jan Pack-Singer, liaison to the U.K., was not able to attend the 
annual meeting and was missed.   Jan  sent a detailed report 
about the 2012-13 activities of the Memorial Trustees 

Committee.  (See this issue.)
      

Wayne Daniels, liaison to the 388th Fighter Wing, Tactical 

Fighter Wing, and Fighter Bomber Wing,  hopes to meet with 
the new commander at Hill Air Force Base, Colonel Lance K. 
Landrum, as well as officials and historians at Hill Aerospace 
Musuem to discuss further progress on the 388th Bomb Group 
display.  

PX Update

Christy Wammack is our PX Coordinator.  She reports  a 
continuing profit from reunion and PX purchases.  Two new PX 
items that are available are a 388th rhinestone pin and bumper 
stickers.

New Officers, 2013-14

The Association welcomes these new Board members: 
1st Vice President:  Terry Woodford-Thomas

      (Rotates to President and then to Senior Director)
                    2nd Vice President:  Col. Scott Long
                    Secretary:  Gail Stonefield
                    Newsletter Editor:  Steve Butner
                    Director at Large:  Jim Zographos

Reunions 2013,  2014, and 2015

Members expressed appreciation for another fun, interesting, 
and well-planned annual get-together in Oklahoma City by 
Reunion Planner Jennifer Wammack.  THANK YOU to Jen and 
her helpers! 
Hill Air Force Base and Layton, UT is the Western U.S. area site 
for our reunion in late August, 2014.    Reunion Planners 
Frances and Paul Ammons gave a brief informative slideshow 
presentation.  They are enthusiastic about the plans for another 
great time. 
Jennifer presented cities Williamsburg, VA and Washington, DC 
as the proposed 2015 Eastern U.S. area reunion sites.   After a 
spirited discussion of both, the majority of members voted to 
make a return visit to Washington, DC for their annual reunion.

    Business was concluded and the motion to adjourn was 
seconded and carried by a unanimous vote.    The meeting was 
then adjourned by President Forrest.

        
          Respectfully submitted, 
          Linda D. Soo, Secretary
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TAPS

                      RALPH T. KENYON			
Ralph True Kenyon died January 
14 in Vallejo, CA, in the very room 
in which he had been born 91 years 
earlier. Co-pilot on Max Myrick’s 
crew in the 563rd Sqd., he flew 
nine nearly back-to-back missions, 
including three Chowhounds, in 
the remaining weeks of WWII.
	 Mr. Kenyon was a California Highway 
Patrolman for 29 years until his retirement in 
1978. A member of the board of trustees of 
the First United Methodist Church of Vallejo, 
he traveled in RV caravans with other mem-
bers to do repairs at various churches. He was 
also active in the YMCA as a camp director. 
	 Mr. Kenyon is survived by sons Ralph 
Jr. and Bill; seven grandchildren and 14 
grandchildren. He was preceded in death 
by his wife Virginia. Services were held 
at   First United Methodist Church of Vallejo.

Kenyon

     BENJAMIN F. FORREST	
 Benjamin F. “Tony” Forrest, Sr. 
died June 11 in Seattle, WA at 
age 91. Ball turret gunner in 
the 563rd Sqd., he flew 35 mis-
sions between April 1944 and 
May 1945 under four pilots—
Richard Harken, Glen Barnes, 
Tracy Breed and Lloyd Lawing.
	 Born in Paris, France and raised in Manhas-
set, NY, Mr. Forrest moved to Seattle, WA in 1948, 
settling in Bellevue three years later. He was 
employed by the Boeing Company for 37 years.
	 Mr. Forrest is survived by daughter Su-
zanne; sons Benjamin, Jr., Ward and Dave; 
ten grandchildren and seven great-grand-
children. He was preceded in death by Eliza-
beth “Libby,” his wife of 55 years, in 2003; 
and by a grandson, Tyler Forrest, in 2013.
	 Memorial Services were held at St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church in Medina, WA.

Forrest

              GEORGE J. DICKERSON	
George J. Dickerson, 88, died 
February 14 at his home on Shel-
ter Island, NY. Having trained 
and received his wings as a 
fighter pilot, he was transferred 
to the 388th BG toward the end 
of WWII. His missions, as co-pi-
lot in Virgil Ficarra’s 560th Sqd. 
crew included three Chowhounds, a POW re-
patriation and a revival. He was recalled to 
duty during the Korean Conflict, flying out 
the wounded and dropping paratroopers.
	 In 1953 Mr. Dickerson was hired by American 
Airlines; he retired in 1985 after 32 years of piloting.  
	 A lifelong resident of Shelter Island, he was 
the island’s representative to the Suffolk County 
Planning Commission. He was a charter member 
of the Gardiner’s Bay Country Club, secretary of 
the Hay Beach Property Owners Assn., and was 
instrumental in efforts to preserve Section 9, an 
open space under threat of land development.  
	 Mr. Dickerson is survived by his wife Mari-
on; by David, Douglas, Darryl and Dawn, children 
from his first marriage to the late Frances Dick-

Beck

                   C. ELLISON BECK		
Charles Ellison “Becky” Beck 
passed away March 11. The long-
time Jamesville, NY resident was 
92. He served as a mechanic in the 
560th Sqd.
	  Mr. Beck worked at Syra-
cuse University, retiring from the 
College of Environmental Science 
and Forestry in 1985. He was treasurer of Boy 
Scout Troop 26, The Council of Park Friends and 
Onativia United Methodist Church, all in James-
ville.
	 Survivors include Marilyn, his wife of 63 
years; daughters Cindy and Connie; sons Brian, 
Steven, Allen and Gordon; nine grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren.

erson; by stepdaughters Virginia, Chris-
tine and Valerie; and by six grandchil-
dren and numerous great-grandchildren. 

Dickerson
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TAPS

                   GAIL STONEFIELD	
Gail Stonefield, secretary of the 
388th BG Assn., passed away 
June 28 in Lawrenceburg, IN, af-
ter a lengthy illness. The daugh-
ter of William Rowling, 560th Sqd. 
ball turret gunner, she assumed 
the organization’s secretarial of-
fice during the 2012 reunion.
	 Survivors include Thomas, her husband of 
39 years; children Leigh Ann and Jeff; four grand-

children, her father and two brothers.  

Stonefield

               THEODORE STEBBINS	
Theodore W. “Ted” Stebbins, 89, of 
Sheridan, NY and Largo, FL, died 
February 2 following a brief ill-
ness. A member of the 388th BG 
Assn. since 1985, he served in the 
supply section of the 563rd Sqd.
	 A graduate of Bryant & 
Stratton College in Buffalo, NY, 
Mr. Stebbins worked as an accountant for Welch 
Foods in Westfield, NY for 28 years. He held 
memberships in the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Disabled American Veterans, American Legion, 
and in the United Methodist Church of Sheridan.
	 Survivors include Ruth, his wife of 26 years; 
daughter Julie, stepdaughters Lucinda and Bon-
nie, son Paul, stepson Gary; three grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. Graveside services 
were held at Glenwood Cemetery, Silver Creek, NY.

Stebbins

BG Assn. reunions throughout the years.
	 Born and raised in Nazareth, PA, Mr. Sevi 
graduated from Lafayette College with a 
degree in engineering in 1949. After 30 

years with the American Cyanamid Company in 
Bound Brook,  NJ,  he then  worked on the de-
commissioning of that plant before moving on 
to the Sun Chemical Company in Cincinnati, OH.
	 Mr. Sevi is survived by Margaret, his wife 
of 70 years; daughter Margaret; sons Eugene, Al-
fred and Christopher; ten grandchildren and ten 
great-grandchildren. Following services at Im-
maculate Conception Church in Annandale, NJ, 
his remains were placed in the church mausoleum. 

                      ALFRED S. SEVI		
Alfred S. Sevi, 95, passed away 
at his home in Clinton Township, 
NJ on February 4. Waist gun-
ner on Bill Brunk’s 563rd Sqd. 
crew, he flew 33 missions be-
tween March and August 1944, 
primarily in the aircraft Patty Jo. 
Awards included the DFC and 
Air Medal with five Oak Leaf clusters. Mr. Sevi 
and his former crewmates retained life-long 
friendships, meeting regularly at 388th 

Sevi

            LOUIS JOSEPH ROTELLA	
Louis Joseph Rotella, 91, of 
Paterson,NJ passed away De-
cember 25, 2013. Engineer/  top 
turret gunner on the Winfred 
Lenocker crew, 561st Sqd., he 
was taken POW when his plane  	
was shot down January 21, 1945 
over Mannheim. Between April 
4 and April 20, 1945, he and his fellow prison-
ers were forced to march 125 miles from Stalag 
13D, Nurnberg, to Stalag 7A, Moosberg. The 
POWs were liberated nine days later by forces 
under General George S. Patton. 
	 A graduate of William Paterson College, 
Mr. Rotella worked as a machinist at Curtiss-
Wright Aeronautical before and after the war. 
He later joined the Paterson Fire Department, 
where he served for 40 years, achieving the 
rank of Battalion Deputy Chief.
	 Mr. Rotella was a parishioner of St. An-
thony of Padua Roman Catholic Church and 
held memberships in the Firemen Benevolent 
Assn., Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and Prisoners of War Chapter 3.
	 Survivors include daughter Felicia, son 
Raymond and four grandchildren, among 
many others. He was predeceased by Raffaela, 
his wife of 62 years, in 2010.
	 Interment was held at Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery, Totowa, NJ. 

Rotella
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388TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Date	  _ _____________ Name _ ____________________________________________________________ 	

Wife/Husband_____________________ Phone ________________________________________________

Street__________________________________________________________________________________ 	

City	 _ ___________________________  State_____________________________ Zip Code_ ___________ 	

Email Address___________________________________________________________________________

Squadron_ _______________Position____________________________________ Aircraft Name________

Pilot_____________No. Missions_____________ POW (Date)_______ STALAG LUFT_ ___________________

 Annual Dues ($10.00)	  Lifetime Membership ($50.00)	  Donation

 Associate Annual Dues ($10.00)		   Associate Lifetime Membership ($50.00)

If paying for an Associate Membership:

Name of relation who is/was in the 388th_ _____________________________ 			

Relationship to you_ _________________________________      ( box if you have prior military service.)

Please fill in known information above, Squadron through POW information, for relative.     

Mail to: Gail Stonefeild, Secretary, 388th Bomb Group Assn., Inc., 20037 Lakeview Drive, Lawrenceburg, IN 47025
Email: secretary@388thbg.org or stoneyandgail@gmail.com


